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This is big NEWS to all those who breed and show Anglo and Part Bred Arabs. Yes, the return of an In Hand Championship Show especially for your horses
The loss of the old Championship hit show entries hard and often the only time you saw more than a couple of horses in the ring together was during the Championship. The new committee of the Wessex Arabian Horse Group has many links with Anglos and Part Breds and decided that Wessex would see what it could do to improve the situation. The following is what we have decided:

The Wessex Arabian Horse Group is delighted to announce that it will be holding an In Hand Championship show for Anglo and Part Bred Arabs. The Committee made this decision in the hope that it will go some way to bringing these special horses back to AHS affiliated shows. 

Although on similar lines to the old UK AA/PB In Hand Championships the new Championship Show will be run by a group that has no connection with that organization although they are aware of our proposals and have given us their approval.

Qualification will be for Anglo Arabs, Large and Small Part Breds registered with the AHS and also horses/ponies carrying at least 12.5% Arab blood that are not registered with the AHS but are registered with another breed society.

In addition to classes for yearlings, two year olds, three year olds, foals, mares, geldings and stallions the Championship Show will include special classes for Amateurs and Veterans. Depending on the level of interest classes for Palominos and Coloured horse will be considered. There will also be ridden classes for the senior horses that qualified in hand. Entry to these special classes will be restricted to horses/ponies entered in the In Hand Championship classes.

Further details and qualifying cards at ₤10.00 each (cheques payable to the Wessex AHG) obtainable from Mrs L Lidbury, Upper Cully Hall Farm, Ryedown Lane, Bitton, BRISTOL. BS30 6JG. Tel 0117 9324042 email lidbury@supanet.com Blank cards can be ordered and when the horse/pony has qualified please advise the name and accurate height of horse/pony and excepting foals enclose a copy of both sides of the registration document (not the passport). When requesting the cards please enclose a SAE.

The Championship Show will be held on Saturday 29th August 2009 at The Hand Equestrian Centre, Clevedon, Bristol. The closing date for the show will be Monday 17th August 2009. Shows after this date, will be qualifiers the 2010 Championship
The Championship Show schedule is being prepared and will be available by the end of March. A list of the qualifying shows will be available in the near future and will be sent to exhibitors with the cards
The Wessex Committee has contacted the shows that used to be qualifiers for the old Championships but if any other shows are interested in becoming qualifiers they should get in touch with Mrs Lidbury or Felicity Harper, Hollywood Villa, Compton Greenfield, BRISTOL. BS35 5RU. Tel 01454 632423. email felicityharper@btinternet.com
If any Arabianliners know of shows that they believe may be interested in holding qualifying classes would they bring these details to their attention.

The Wessex Arabian Horse Group hopes that exhibitors of Anglo and Part Bred Arabs will support this venture. Remember we are doing this for those oft overlooked members of our breed society. Give them the chance to show just how good they are, they don’t have to prove it, they have already done that.
Wessex has already received many kind offers of trophies, sponsorship and help for the Championship.  We will be in touch in the near future. If you are interested in doing something for the Championship in any way please get in touch. Although this Championship is being organized by Wessex it is a UK event.
We hope all will join Wessex in making this venture a success.
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